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TEACHERS NURTURE - students mature TEACHERS ARE STRICT - students are children

READING
WRITING

ARITHMETIC
critical thinking

A
B
C
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A    B    C    D

acceptable thinking

POLITICAL LIBERAL  |    STRICT-FATHER INTELLECTUAL

political liberal with 
strict-father teaching methods:
scholarly rigor is moral strength

tax funds private funds private fundstax funds 

public schoolsprivate schools private schoolspublic schools

vouchers

college loans are obviously right
they help those who cannot help themselves
they promote fulfilment 
they strengthen the nation
they fairly distribute access

college loans are obviously wrong
they undermine self-reliance

they support dependance on government
they are available without competition

they hinder tax-earners’ pursuit of self-interest

funding of education funding of education

Education should be public Education should be private

$ $

Bi-conceptual Teacher

HISTORY
POLITICS
CULTURE

serves within a moral system serves a moral system

censor!snob!

CULTURAL ELITE MORAL ELITE

(research supported by NEH) open acceptable (research supported by private think tanks)
national supremacyglobal interdependence

affirmation
entertainment

symbol of economic success

inquiry
imagination
experience and therapy 

MORALITYtaught across religious and secular traditions taught from within a religious tradition

ART

populist/aggressiveacademic /analytic

Ideal Liberal Teacher Ideal Conservative Teacher
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after: George Lakoff “Moral Politics - how l;iberals and conservatives think” (University of Chicago Press. 2002)

equal nurturance single standard

affirmative action creates fair access within a group affirmative action impedes individual competition 

by: Adelheid Mers   (adelheidmers.com)


